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Analysis of Human-Japanese Black Bear (Ursus thibetanus) Conflicts
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Abstract: Several factors are implicated in intrusion and conflicts of Japanese Black Bears (Ursus thibetanus
japonicas). But the factors of the bear intrusion are still unknown. We analyzed the relationship between the
number of accidents caused by Japanese Black Bears and several factor candidates in Akita prefecture. To
identify these factors, Habitat suitability analysis is first applied to estimate habitat suitability of Japanese Black
Bears. In addition, this research presents the intrusion factor and human society factor candidates. The result
showed a number of accidents (42%) happened in high quality habitat for bears (HSI = 0.9 ~ 1.0). Furthermore
beechnut crop failure had a positive correlation to the number of accidents.
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